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Field Meetings Update
20th July

The Society’s AGM.
Details to be finalized.

17th August

A visit to Grazalema and
hopefully one of our
conservation projects. TBA

21st Sept

Tarifa Autumn Migration.
Details will appear on the
Forum and Facebook.

19th
October

A visit to the wonderful
area of Donana, details will
appear on the Forum and
also Facebook.

Editorial
Welcome to the summer’s edition of our Newsletter and we
hope you all have had a great spring watching our birds,
especially those birds returning to spend their summer with us.
We have some very special birds that return each year to breed
within the region and now is a good time to get out and about
to see these wonders before they start to leave on their epic
journey south to Africa.
Of course we are in a region famous for migration, with
autumn being a time when adult birds are joined by their
siblings making for much larger movements than the spring.
Many of our smaller birds begin their journey south in late July
and August, so keep your eyes peeled for signs of autumn
migration during the next couple of months.
Wishing you all a wonderful birding summer and don’t forget
our Field Meetings during July and August. The AGM in July
is a ‘must attend’ event, so perhaps see you there?

Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata
Spotted Flycatcher has seen a huge decline in their numbers, especially in the
northern parts of their range. They are among those migrants that return here
to breed and I am so happy that all my local territories are occupied this year.
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Summer Birding in Andalucía
Choices for birding in Andalucía during the summer offers many possibilities,
many sites hold great species and reward a journey into the big outdoors.
Of course both July and
August are the driest and
hottest months of our year, so
birding can be challenging in
the heat of the day. I
normally adopt the strategy of
spending more time in these
warmer days watching by
riversides and wandering
through the many types of
woodland in my area, usually
the temperatures are a few

degrees lower and make it
more tolerable to bird in the
heat. Not to mention the
wonderful array of birdlife I
can find, the river systems
also act as a magnet to
migrating young birds as well
as early departing adults.
This year Laguna Dulce has
been a bonus site with high
levels of water, the first time

for a few years, and is worth
an effort to visit. There are
good numbers of breeding
birds such as Lapwing and a
journey on the track behind
the laguna can produce
Calandra and Short-toed
Lark, Montagu’s Harrier and
even Little Bustard. So try
and visit this area if you are
close, it will reward your
efforts.

Ideas for our future Field Meetings
Sad to say we had to abandon
the idea of visiting Morocco
as a new departure from our
normal monthly meetings.
The lack of members wanting
to partake in this visit made it
impossible to organize
successfully. A great shame,
but some members have

banded together and intend to
proceed on their own as a
smaller group. I am sure they
will have a great time and see
lots of wonderful birds,
including a few species we
don’t get in Europe.
We are discussing new areas
to visit within our region and

hope to
give details in the near future.
Don’t forget to keep an eye
on the Forum and also the
ABS Facebook page for
details and updates.
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An individual take on summer birding and nature by
Peter Jones

“Summer is a time to seek out cooler places
for birding and I tend to concentrate on rivers
and woodlands. Beautiful places with the
advantage of being a few degrees cooler”.
Peter Jones - ABS Member
The region of Andalucía, more particularly the provinces of Cádiz
and Málaga, is justifiably renowned for bird migration. Mention the
region to birders throughout the world and the first thing to spring to
mind is the spectacle of migration and large influxes of large soaring
birds. The architects of publicity to our birding region have tended to
always focus on these huge gatherings of raptors and storks, both in
spring and autumn, yet there is an enormous number of smaller
birds who make this challenging journey to and from Africa
depending on the season.
More obvious smaller birds to arrive and depart are European Bee
Eater, Hirundines, Swifts and Starling; largely these are seen in
flocks and so are more noticeable. And yet we are all aware of others
as they start to appear in our local areas such as Great Spotted
Cuckoo, the earliest arrival of our smaller spring birds, followed by
Swallows and Martins with of course the handsome male Northern
Wheatear passing through in full breeding plumage. Less obvious
are the warblers as they pass in spring such as the northward bound
Willow Warbler, with others arriving en route as well as those
choosing to spend their summer with us such as Bonelli’s and
Subalpine Warbler. The secretive and hard to find Iberian Chiffchaff
provides the vanguard to arriving warblers along with Orphean and
Olivaceous Warblers. Much later we see Whinchat passing through
and the arrival of our local population of Spotted Flycatcher.

’Use statistics in the same
way that a drunk uses
lamp-posts—for support
rather than illumination’

Andrew Lang

So as spring ebbs and is replaced by the heat of summer, birding
becomes more challenging. Yet birds must feed, tend young,
whether in the nest or fledglings, so they remain active, but of course
are restricted by high afternoon temperatures. I have to confess I am
not one of those ‘mad dogs and Englishmen go out in the midday
sun’, I tend towards fitting-in with the most productive times for our
summer birds, namely mornings and early evenings. Woodland
walks; visits to local rivers or water sources are prime sites for me in
high summer.
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Wetland and river margins
are always a favourite, they
always produce good
numbers of prime summer
visitors such as Nightingale,
Olivaceous and Melodious
Warbler, whilst in my area all
you need for Golden Oriole is
Popular Trees and water.
Spotted Flycatcher is another
bird to take advantage of the
high insect population one
normally associates with
water, whilst resident birds
can add to the experience of a
good day’s birding.
Woodland with dappled
shade make conditions
perfect for slow walks,
canopy and understory are
ideal places to see summer
vising warblers such as
Bonelli’s and Subalpine
Warblers, with Orphean
Warbler an added bonus.
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Whilst I prefer the cooler
areas of river and woodland,
certain species attract me to
high mountain areas. Rock
Thrush, Northern and Blackeared Wheatear act as
magnets, ever drawing me
into my mountains. Scrub
covered hillsides give me the
opportunity to catch-up with
the diminutive Spectacled
Warbler and normally these
areas are also favoured by the
attractive Woodchat Shrike. I
am fortunate to have some
good oak woodland high in
my mountains and here is an
excellent site for summer
visiting Scop’s Owl and
Wryneck, although the latter
also winters in the area.

Statistically and see the quote
at the beginning of the article,
the number of birds to be seen
on migration will exceed our
spring migration, as now
adults will be joined by young
birds and for our smaller birds
this is best observed in
woodland and by river
margins. Yet another reason
to seek out those cooler areas
during our summer.

So summer, as far as the birds
are concerned, will pass to a
time for them to begin the
long migration south to their
wintering grounds in Africa
and so we come full circle in
our birding calendar for
summer visiting birds.

News Desk – News and Views
One of the most important
dates in our calendar as a
Society is our Annual
General Meeting. We are
able to present to members
our financial statement, news
of future planning, current
progress reports on various
conservation projects and
invite comment and ideas
from our members, not to

mention the re-election of the
current committee members
and also new ones. We are
also interested to hear from
members of any ideas they
may have on how we might
increase membership and
how we might improve
services we provide for
members, so your input is
vital for our future. I would

greatly appreciate your
attendance at the AGM and
to hear ideas and comments
from members. Soon you will
receive the agenda for the
day, but importantly the day
will start with a visit to the
local area for a morning of
birding, so some great birds
to be seen before we sit down
to discuss official business.
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NEW WEBSITE

Keep up to date on
our Field Meetings.
Look at our website
for details.
Future meetings will include:
20th July – AGM
17th August – Grazalema
21st September – Tarifa
19th October - Donana

Great-spotted Cuckoo
Clamator glandarius
Our bird of the
July/August Months
Very soon now we will see
adult
Great-spotted
Cuckoo migrating south,
followed by the more
attractively
coloured
juveniles.
Wetland
margins and shrub areas
seem to a favoured site for
these migrants, so keep an
eye for these beautiful
cuckoos.

Sad to report, that whilst
work continues on preparing
and formatting our new
website, the current version
has been experiencing a few
problems. Some of you will
have noticed the site has gone
down on several occasions;
the cause is unknown and is
currently under investigation.
It is so frustrating not being
able to find the root cause at
the moment, but we are
working hard to resolve it.
As a temporary measure, we
receive notice of website
failure and are able to restore
it, so the site will only ever be
down for minutes rather than
hours. So if at first you don’t
succeed in opening the site,
visit again after an hour.

Conservation Support
Again, I make no apologies
for including this section from
our last newsletter. We
cannot emphasise enough the
importance membership
subscriptions play in helping
us support conservation
projects here in Andalucía.
As the Society is run on a
purely volunteer basis, our
running costs are down to a
bare minimum, after which
surpluses can be considered

for worthwhile and
sustainable conservation
projects. We could do so
much more with increasing
membership. The member’s
benefits are not confined to
monthly Field Meetings, so
do please consider this when
renewing you annual
membership. Please spread
the word and promote your
Society, helping us helps
conservation in the region.

Looking Ahead
Of course as previously
mentioned, an important date
for your diary includes the
upcoming AGM, being held
in conjunction with a
morning field meeting on
July 20th, the official meeting
will be held later in the
conference room at the
Molino del Santo hotel (a
good place to book for lunch).
A meeting at one of our
conservation projects is
planned for August and we
think, coupled with seeing
local birds, members will
enjoy seeing firsthand how
we are making a difference to
wildlife in Andalucía.
September we will make our
annual pilgrimage to Tarifa
and view autumn migration,
always an exciting time.
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Support those members who
support ABS.
Accommodation and Guides
ACCOMMODATION. We have many associate
members offering special rates for ABS members and
located in nearly all the provinces of the region.
Please support them and help them help us.
PROFESSIONAL GUIDES. All the provinces in the
region are covered by our Approved Wildlife Guides.
They are active in supporting the Society and we
hope you will use and recommend their services.
LINK FOR ACCOMMODATION:
http://www.andaluciabirdsociety.org/index.php/affi
liated-services/accommodation-by-province
LINK FOR GUIDES:
http://www.andaluciabirdsociety.org/index.php/affi
liated-services/guides

COMING SOON TO THE SKY NEAR YOU

ANDALUCIA BIRD SOCIETY
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